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Reynolds proposes phone ban

By Garrett Pearlman

Students at Durant
High School hung up on
Governor Kim Reynolds af-
ter she proposed a cell phone
ban in her recent condition
of the state address.

Durant  currently
uses a flexible phone plan
that allows each specific
teacher to choose how stu-
dents’ phones are dealt with
in the classroom.

It is basically a dai-
ly occurrence for me to hear
teachers telling students to
put their phones away while
they are trying to teach.

This would be a
major relief to teachers if
this bill were to pass, and
Gov. Reynolds addressed
that in her speech.

“When you ask ed-
ucators about the obstacles
they’re facing in the class-
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ment-focused apps such as
TikTok or Snapchat.

“Many kids are nonstop
on their phones, and Iowa
normally scores relatively
well in education rankings
among the states, but in re-
cent years, there have been
declining test scores, and on-
time high school graduation
rates have been decreasing.”

Junior Clay Dierickx dis-
likes the proposed ban be-
cause he mainly uses his
phone as a way of communi-
cation.

“I always hear phones be-
ing called distractions, and
sometimes they are, but the
way I use mine, it is mostly
a form of communication,”
said Dierickx.

“I’ve heard some teachers
at Durant say, ‘If someone
needs to get a hold of you,
that they can go through the

room, smartphone distrac-
tion is consistently near the top of the list,”
said Gov. Reynolds.

She wants legislation that would
keep “instructional time free from digital
distractions,” but she also added, “Of course,
there will be common-sense exceptions, like
during an emergency.”

Principal Joel Diederichs is ready
to make the switch over to a phone ban but
has to wait on what will actually become
law.

He saw a similar proposal fail to
make headway last year but is excited to see
what this new proposed bill has to offer.

“I think it would help the education
environment as it would be a universal rule
across the school, and it would then take
pressure off of the teacher and the student if

they knew it was across the board and law,”
said Mr. Diederichs.

As expected, most students don’t

want to see this bill taking place.
Sophomore Corbin McCoy has
heard a lot about this proposal recently and

expected it to come, but he doesn’t think that

Durant needs a phone ban during instruc-
tional time.
“I feel like in a small school like

Durant it isn’t really a problem,” he said. “If

a student gets caught on their phone, and the
teacher asks them to get off it, they get off it,
but I do believe in a big school this might be

the only solution for students to get off their

phones.”

McCoy said he understands why

the governor made her pitch because stu-
dents sometimes are distracted by entertain-
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office,” but some things are
too urgent and private.”

He also said he would be bored in
study hall if he couldn’t use his phone.

Similarly, freshman Hailey Bacorn
doesn’t like the bill due to the loss of com-
munication.

“I would like it not to happen just
because I like to have my phone on me just
in case anything happens during school
hours,” said Bacorn.

Bacorn is concerned about her
rights if it comes to her losing her phone.

“I’'m only really on it when I don’t
have anything to do in a class,” said Bacorn.

She notes that some students, in-
cluding herself, use their phones to help
them focus by using their phones to listen to
music.

As a son of Durant High School En-
glish teacher Cathy Pearlman, I can under-
stand both sides of the argument. I feel bad
for my mom for what she has to deal with,
but classes still have free time, and students
might get rowdier without their phones.

I know that a cell phone ban during
instructional time might have benefited me
and made me more productive.

But as a senior, I'm so glad I’ll be
long gone before a cell phone ban is put into
place.
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Rom-coms
not his box
of chocolates

For the upcoming Valentine’s
Day holiday, I was assigned the unfortu-
nate task of watching three rom-com mov-
ies by the numbers: /3 Going on 30, 10
Things I Hate About You, and How to Lose
a Guy in 10 Days.

Rom-coms are an acquired taste
and focus on presenting a love story with
comedic undertones.

Uncovering the mysteries of
rom-coms over the recent holiday break
didn’t seem appealing, as I planned to par-
take in some winter activities.

But, seeing as snow fell solely on
the last day of break, I reluctantly turned
on the first rom-com
assigned: /3 Going on
30, and the experience
was nothing short of
a horrendous cheese-
fest.
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hind the film was hard

o B 3. to follow, as I couldn’t

comprehend why a girl

could be turned into a 30-year-old because

of magic dust. It was so bad that I only

watched half of it. I must admit, however,
there were some parts I liked.

Turning it off was definitely the
best part, closely followed by seeing Mark
Ruffalo. He’s the guy who plays Hulk in
the Avengers movies. In fact, I started to
watch Avengers in order to recover my tes-
tosterone that was blatantly attacked.

The next film I watched was /0
Things I Hate About You.

This is the one and only rom-com
I had watched beforehand, and I gotta ad-
mit it was pretty good.

Unlike /3 Going on 30, there
is no magic. The plot is sensible, and
the characters are realistic. Basically, a
younger sister can’t date anybody unless
her older sister dates someone first.

The guy who likes the young-
er sister hires another student to date the
older sister. Heath Ledger stole the screen;
he’s the guy who played the Joker in The
Dark Knight.

In fact, once the movie ended, I
watched The Dark Knight. After all, rom-
coms are still rom-coms, and I absolute-
ly prefer explosions and action over ro-

Anna Richardson is in her first year of
coaching the junior high girls’ wrestling
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dividual wrestler to have academic success, "
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and to achieve personal growth.

mance.

The final rom-com that tainted
my television was How fo Lose a Guy in
10 Days.

This one, similar to those last two
films, starred another famous fella, Mat-
thew McConaughey, most notably seen in
Christopher Nolan’s sci-fi action master-
piece Interstellar.

The plot follows a woman who
thinks she can get a guy to leave her in 10
days.
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She finds a man who coinciden-
tally thinks he can make a woman fall in
love with him in 10 days. There also aren’t
any superheroes or car chases.

This film, like /0 Things I Hate
About You, was alright.

But after I turned it off, I watched
Interstellar, and I came to truly compre-
hend the great chasm that separates movie
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