Durant Community School District

Extended Learning Program

Teacher Nomination Form

Student ____________________________________

Building (circle one) Middle School/ High School

___________________________________     ________________________  _______________

Signature of Person Initiating Referral

                       Position/Relationship to Student
         Date

Students may be identified in the areas of cognitive thinking ability, creative thinking ability, reading/writing, math, social studies, science, or visual/performing arts.

Please indicate the area prompting this referral accompanied with a written narrative and other documentation supporting your referral, including copies of the most recent grades, work samples, evaluation reports if any, awards, anecdotes, etc.  Please describe this child’s abilities in relation to peers.

[] Superior Cognitive Ability

Children who are gifted in superior cognitive ability demonstrate or show potential to demonstrate high levels of ability in cognitive areas, i.e., problem solving, abstract thinking, reasoning, memory, or comprehension.  These children acquire skills at a faster rate, with more depth and greater complexity, than other children of their age, experience, or environment.



[] Specific Academic Ability

Children who are gifted in specific academic ability perform or show the potential to perform at high levels of achievement in one or more content areas… These children acquire skills in these academic fields at a faster rate, with more depth and greater complexity, than other children of their age, experience, or environment.

[] Mathematics  
              
[] Reading/Writing

[] Social Studies


[] Science




[] Creative Thinking Ability 
Children who are gifted in creative thinking ability demonstrate advanced ability in creativity.  Creativity is not a singular ability, but a “constellation of traits and abilities… generally characterized by uniqueness, originality, and the ability to make something new, novel, and useful” (Daniels, 1997). 



[] Visual or Performing Arts Ability (such as drawing, painting, sculpting, music, dance, drama)

Children who are gifted in visual or performing arts ability perform, or show the potential to perform at high levels of achievement in one or more artistic areas… These children acquire skills in these fields at a faster rate, with more depth and greater complexity, than other children of their age, experience, or environment.


CHARACTERISTICS RELATED TO GIFTEDNESS



Aptitude for Learning



Yes
No
Always

1. Has unusually advanced vocabulary for age or grade level; 

uses terms in a meaningful way; has verbal behavior

characterized by richness of expression, elaboration and

fluency. 






___
___
____

2. Possesses a large storehouse of information about a variety of

topics beyond interests of youngsters in his/her age.

___
___
____

       3.   Has quick mastery and recall of factual information.

___
___
____

4.    Has rapid insight into cause-effect relationships; tries to

discover the how and why of things; asks many provocative

questions (as distinct from information or factual questions); 

wants to know what makes things (or people) tick.


___
___
____

5.    Has read grasp of underlying principles and can quickly make 

       valid generalizations about events, people, or things; looks for

      similarities and differences in people, events, and things.

___
___
____

6.    Is a keen and alert observer; usually “sees more or “gets 

       more” out of a story, film, etc., than others



___
___
____

7.    Reads a great deal on his/her own, usually prefers adult level

       books. 







___
___
____

8.    Tries to understand complicated materials  by separating it into its 

       respective parts; reasons things out for himself/herself, sees logical

       and common sense answers.




 
___
___
____

9.    Is bored with repetitive or routine tasks.



___
___
____



Motivation for Learning



Yes
No
Always

1.    Seems to enjoy learning for its own sake (works to learn, 

       not to earn grades or to please the teachers.)


___
___
____

2.    Becomes absorbed and truly involved in certain topics or 

       problems, is persistent in task completion.  ( It is sometimes

       difficult to get him/her to move on to another topic.)

___
___
____

3.    Likes work that is challenging.




___
___
____

4.    Need little external motivation to follow through in work that 

       initially excites him/her.





___
___
____

5.    Strives towards perfection; is self-critical; is not easily 

       satisfied with his/her own speed or products.


___
___
____

6.    Prefers to work independently; requires little direction from

       teacher.  







___
___
____

7.    Is interested in many: adult: problems, such as religion, 

       politics, sex, race, -- more than usual for age level.

___
___
____

8.    Displays a great deal of curiosity about many things; is 

       constantly asking questions about anything and everything.
___
___
____

